
September  2007- Greetings once again from all of us here at Rivers of Mercy Childrenõs Home in Juarez, Mexico.  Weõd 
love to give everyone an update on the children that are currently here.  In May of this year we began with eight children, þve 
girls and three boys.  For a short period of time, our numbers increased to nine children, but we currently have þve.  In July, 
siblings Karla and Angel were able to return home to their parents, and Luis returned to his grandmother.   Just about two 
weeks ago, Rosa returned to her mother.  This was possible because the families met the requirements of DIF, the Mexican 
social services, in order to receive their children back. Of course this was very difþcult for us, since we quickly grew to love 
these children as our own.  We have heard from DIF that these children are doing well, but we still constantly think of them 
and pray for them.

Here at the orphanage we currently have four little girlsñItzel, Yari, Leslie, and Jhoana--and one boyñAaron.  All of them 
but Jhoana were part of our original eight, with Jhoana arriving in early July.   They are all þve years old and very excited 
about having started kindergarten this week at a local school.  They are all in the same classroom and attend school from 
2:00-5:00 pm.  We have paid the initial materials fee and have had their uniforms made, but we will still need to pay the 
registration fee as well as other fees per child.   My desire was to teach the children kindergarten here at the orphanage, but 
we have been told that we must be certiþed as a school þrst.   Therefore, I plan to supplement the childrenõs education as best 
as I can.  I prepared a classroom here in the orphanage and began teaching them for a couple of hours here every morning.  
The kids are excited to have òtwo teachersó and they seem to really enjoy school.

The kids are each so funny and precious in their own way and we enjoy 
them so much.  Yari is the leader of the pack.  She is very bossy but 
the rest of the kids all seem to be okay with following her lead and 
doing whatever she says.   She is also very obedient, intelligent, and 
responsible.  When Aaron þrst arrived, he hardly said a word at all, due 
to his serious speech problems.  However, within the past month he has 
begun to talk so much more!   It is such a joy to hear him talking with 
the other children or singing to himself.  Jhoana is our tomboy of all 
the girls.  She and Aaron are great friends, spending most of their time 
playing together.   She is currently into catching lizards and bugs outside.  
She is extremely sweet and well-behaved.  Leslie is our handful.  She is 
very hyperactive and easily distracted!   Leslie loves to hang around the 
necks of visitors that sheõs just met and make lots of silly faces for their 
cameras.  Itzel really enjoys spending individual time with the adults 
and helpers here.   For the most part she is well-behaved and really likes 
to please us.  Emmis and I are also excited about our own baby boy who 
is due on January 18th!

 Our daily routine continues here as normal, with the exception of our 
added swimming time every afternoon, which is very refreshing (see 
picture).  Every day the children receive a Bible lesson, pray, sings 
songs, do fun crafts and activities, play, etc.  We have a new employee, 
Ibone, a friend of mine from the church here, who helps me teach the 
Bible lessons and take care of the children.  She works with us Monday-
Friday from 8 am-2 pm.   Our other new employee is Idalia, a Christian 
woman and good friend from the church here, who works most evenings 
from 5 pm-9pm.   Thank you so much to Kara, Amanda, and Julia for 
the time that you spent here in July and August helping out with the 
kids.  Also, thank you to Gary and Lavere and their church small group 
for helping to provide for so many of our material needs.

The good news is that a couple of weeks ago, the director of DIF came 
and ofþcially certiþed our orphanage.  This means that we will soon be 
able to receive a small monthly stipend for the children that we have.   
We will also be able to continue to receive more abandoned and abused Playing In The Pool
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